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May 4, 2012 

Greetings!

Welcome to the NOIS The 11th Annual Symposium of Native & Indigenous Scholarship at the 
University of Washington. The Native Organization of Indigenous Scholars (NOIS) was created 
to bring together University of Washington graduate and professional students of Indigenous 
descent. Our goal is to increase awareness of our ongoing research, work, and achievement 
through building a supportive community in which to socialize, network, share knowledge, and 
disseminate information.  

NOIS has its roots in our predecessor, NASAA - Native American Students in Advanced 
Academia. NASAA provided a forum for Native American graduate and professional students to 
engage with like-minded Natives in academia and build community. The name change from 
NASAA to NOIS was to be inclusive of all Native and Indigenous scholars within the UW, 
particularly the Indigenous scholars from Oceania. The 11th Annual Spring Symposium 
commemorates this name change and inclusivity with the theme: "The Waters that Connect Us." 

NOIS is pleased and honored to have as our keynotes two distinguished Pacific Islander 
professors, Dr. Vicente M. Diaz and Dr. Christine Taitano DeLisle, visiting from the University 
of Illinois. In addition, NOIS, in collaboration with Canadian Studies and Native Voices, is 
proud to present film screenings by two Indigenous filmmakers, Helen Haig-Brown and Lisa 
Jackson. We thank our sponsors for their generous support in helping to make the NOIS 
Symposium a successful event.  

Sincerely,

Native Organization of Indigenous Scholars 

2011-2012 NOIS Officers: 

Miranda Belarde-Lewis (Zuni / Tlingit) 
PhD Candidate, Information School 

Yve Chavez (Tongva / Pima) 
MA Candidate, School of Art 

Michelle Daigle (Cree) 
PhD Student, Dept. of Geography

Sheryl A. Day (Chamorro) 
PhD Candidate, Information School 

Rochelle Fonoti (Samoan) 
PhD Candidate, Dept. of Anthropology 

Katie Schultz (Choctaw) 
PhD Student, School of Social Work 

NATIVE ORGANIZATION OF INDIGENOUS SCHOLARS
http://students.washington.edu/noisrso
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8:00 - 9:00 AM

8:00 - 8:45 AM

9:00 - 9:10 AM

9:10 - 9:20 AM

9:20 - 9:30 AM

9:30 - 10:15 AM

10:20 - 10:40 AM

10:40 - 11:00 AM

11:00 - 11:30 AM

11:30 - 12:00 PM

12:00 - 1:00 PM

1:00 - 1:30 PM

1:00 - 1:30 PM

1:00 - 1:30 PM

1:30 - 1:40 PM

1:40 - 2:25 PM

2:30 - 2:50 PM

2:50 - 3:10 PM

3:15 - 3:35 PM

3:35 - 3:55 PM

4:00 - 4:20 PM

4:20 - 4:40 PM

4:40 - 5:00 PM

7:00 - 8:00 PM

8:00 - 9:00 PM

Poster Session (1:00 1:30 PM)

Morning Keynote by Dr. Vicente M. Diaz - Navigating Ancient Futures

Rochelle Fonoti, Sui Ioane, Ricardo Leyva-Puebla, and Lynette S. Finau - Flowing with the Currents: Advocating 
Student Success for Pacific Islander Students at South Seattle Community College

Michael Itti, Kalani Young, and Mele Taumoepeau 'Aho - Navigating the Waters of the Education System

Education Panels (11:00 12:00 PM)

LUNCH (12:00 1:00 PM)

Lunch and Networking Hour

Lisa Jackson - Savage  (2009), 6 minutes

Clementine Bordeaux - A Lakota Creation Story (film)

Afternoon Keynote by Dr. Christine Taitano DeLisle - Godmothers, Midwives and Activists:  The "Placental Politics" 
of Chamorro Feminism

Women & Gender Issues (1:40 2:50 PM)

Climate Change & Ancestral Remains (2:50 3:10 PM)

From Creation Stories to Capitalism (3:15 3:55 PM)

Policy, Environment, and Water Rights (4:00 5:00 PM)

Film Screenings: 7:00 PM 9:00 PM

Ellen Harju - Water and Meteorites: From Traditional Use to Modern Geochemical Techniques

Laura Lynn - Shooting Stars Performance Ensemble: Raindrops, Waterfalls, and Streams

Jan Newton - The Value of Peer-to-peer Knowledge Transfer for Engaging Pacific Northwest Tribes in STEM 
Education and Oceanographic Studies

Jody Olney - Is U.S. v. Washington Just the Beginning?

Peter DuBois - Alaska Native Corporations and Traditional Economic Ethic

Honor Awarded by NOIS to Dr. Charlotte Cote

AFTERNOON EVENTS (1:30 5:00 PM)

Helen Haig-Brown - The Cave  (2009), 11 minutes

Lillian Hendrickson, Jenny Serpa, Daniel Felizardo - Climate Change, Archaeology and Community Consciousness: 
Contextualized Research on Personal and Community Sentiments Concerning the Stewardship of Human Remains

Kalani Young - Queering Our Waters

Devon G. Peña - Acequia: An Indigenous Institution of Water Democracy

Jyl M. Wheaton-Abraham - Nobody’s Trash: Plastic Pollution and the Marine Environment

Symposium: 8:00 AM 5:30 PM

Sheryl A. Day - Item Does Not Circulate: Cultural Commodification, The Role of Libraries as Gatekeepers of 
Indigenous Knowledge Resources, and the Digitization of Information

Marisa Duarte - Decolonizing Communications: Mapping Undersea Cables Toward Resisting Pax Americana

Morning Social Hour:  Beverages and light pastries provided

Presenters may submit files for projection to Sheryl Day

OPENING EVENTS (8:00 10:15 AM)

Indigenous Information (10:20 11:00 AM)

Welcome Remarks and History of NOIS by Miranda Belarde-Lewis

Honors Awarded by NOIS to Dean Harry Bruce, Dr. Vicente M. Diaz, and Dr. Christine Taitano DeLisle

Morning Welcome by Joe Seymour
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ITEM DOES NOT CIRCULATE: CULTURAL COMMODIFICATION, THE ROLE OF
LIBRARIES AS GATEKEEPERS OF INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE RESOURCES, AND

THE DIGITIZATION OF INFORMATION

Sheryl A. Day
PhD Candidate, Information Science

Indigenous Information Research Group
University of Washington Information School

sagutie@uw.edu

Epeli Hau’ofa called upon Pacific Islanders (PIs), as historically seafaring peoples, to counter 
western epistemological notions of PIs existing in tiny islands in the sea with the more expansive 
oceanic perspective of PIs as existing in a sea of islands. PIs historically engaged with their 
oceanic neighbors, exchanging material goods, knowledge, and information, by way of 
established oceanic navigation routes. Early colonial writings indicate that PIs were multilingual, 
speaking not only their Indigenous language, but also the languages of the neighboring islands 
they interacted with. In the shared colonial experiences of Indigenous peoples globally, 
Indigenous languages, as carriers of cultural knowledge, were prohibited and marked for 
annihilation as a direct attack on the oral cultural methods by which knowledge was exchanged. 
Today, many Indigenous languages, if not already extinct, are critically endangered. Language 
revitalization efforts entail the documentation and fixing of language in material form. 
Indigenous communities attempting to revitalize their languages must also contend with the 
existence of diaspora groups and the added complexity that geographic separation brings to bear 
on access to cultural knowledge and information resources. PIs historically traversed physical 
distances by sailing upon ocean surfaces and used oral methods for exchanging knowledge and 
information. The internet, with its vast network of undersea cables, has bridged time and space 
for geographically separated peoples, and this significantly benefits resource and information 
sharing amongst global repositories. Public libraries, serving as institutions to facilitate the 
sharing of cultural knowledge, often maintain repositories of special collections, yet access to 
Indigenous cultural resources remains limited. I contend that these limitations have largely been 
built into the policies and platform used to fix information in material form. In this paper, I 
examine the history of the Chamorro language in Guam, describe the process of language 
resource commodification and the role of global libraries as gatekeepers of these resources, and 
discuss the implications for digitizing cultural information resources.
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DECOLONIZING COMMUNICATIONS: MAPPING UNDERSEA CABLES TOWARD 
RESISTING PAX AMERICANA

Marisa E. Duarte
PhD Candidate, Information Science

Indigenous Information Research Group
University of Washington Information School

meduarte@uw.edu

The vision for Manifest Destiny didn’t stop once the railroad reached the U.S. Pacific coastline. 
In the late 1800s, proscribing the ocean as aqua nullius, U.S. military and private industry 
interests utilized submarines and ships to string telecommunications cables from mainland ports 
to islands, including Hawai’i, the Philippines, and Guam, and to points beyond. These 
transpacific cables continue to serve as primary infrastructure enabling the global circulation of 
U.S. military and private commercial goods, and the accompanying communications. Indeed, 
bolstered by fiber-optic cables, particular islands function as nodes in U.S. military networks in 
accord with the Pentagon’s full spectrum dominance plan. While sovereign tribes in the U.S. and 
Canada are lobbying for the sovereign protection of airwaves and fiber-optic cables, it is less 
clear how Indigenous islanders can protect their network spaces. Through showing transpacific 
cable maps while explaining the impacts of fiber-optic and broadband infrastructure across U.S. 
and Canada tribal lands, the presenter will present a frame for imagining the impacts of 
transpacific cables across Oceania. Ultimately, the presenter will explain how the decolonization 
of waterways, airwaves, and networks can strengthen the flow of communication across multiple 
place-based Native and Indigenous movements.
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ALASKA NATIVE CORPORATIONS AND TRADITIONAL ECONOMIC ETHIC

Peter DuBois
MA Candidate, American Indian Studies

University of California, Los Angeles
peterjamesdubois@live.com

My thesis is a case study of the Alaska Native Corporation Cook Inlet Regional, Inc. and a 
special distribution CIRI provided to shareholders in the year 2000.  Alaska Native Corporations 
were created with the goals of promoting economic development for Alaska Natives and
preserving traditional culture.  CIRI pursues these goals by providing cash dividends and 
distributions to shareholders, and letting shareholders adopt capitalism and preserve traditional 
culture.  I argue that creation stories and traditional narrative influence morality and worldview, 
which in turn influence economic ethic.  Traditional Inuit economic ethic is community-focused 
rather than focusing on increasing production to increase profit.  The Inuit creation story 
involves the Inuit being created by Sedna, who provided the seals, whales, walruses and land 
animals the Inuit live off of, and Sedna ruled an undersea kingdom.  The Inuit believe that our 
creator lives underwater, and that Inuit pass through her undersea kingdom on the way to the 
afterlife.
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CLIMATE CHANGE, ARCHAEOLOGY AND COMMUNITY CONSCIOUSNESS: 
CONTEXTUALIZED RESEARCH ON PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY SENTIMENTS 

CONCERNING THE STEWARDSHIP OF HUMAN REMAINS

Lillian Hendrickson
MPA 2012*

Henlil31@evergreen.edu

Jenny Serpa
MPA 2012*

Serjen20@evergreen.edu

Daniel Felizardo
MPA 2012*

Feldan30@evergreen.edu

*The Evergreen State College: Master Public Administration – Tribal Governance Program

As climate change alters shorelines, raises sea levels, thaws permafrost, causes erosion, and other 
dynamic effects of environmental processes, the chance that ancestral remains become 
uncovered and “discovered” are likely to increase. As we enter into a new era of Indigenous 
Rights, the politics of archaeology and museology professions will influence the decisions 
regarding ethical stewardship of human remains. In the winter of 2012, surveys were conducted 
with Washington State Museum Professionals, Tribal Professionals, and the Evergreen State 
College Students of the MPA program and Reservation Based Program. The surveys contained 
questions that were comparable to research published in the United Kingdom, as well as new 
queries concerning the personal and community sentiment people in the Pacific Northwest hold
in relation to human remains in museum holdings. Awareness of the opinions held by local 
communities regarding the subject can help policy makers navigate the complex issues 
associated with the stewardship of human remains. By building collaborative relationships of 
understanding, the past and the future can be honored respectfully in the present.
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IS U.S. V. WASHINGTON JUST THE BEGINNING?

Jody Olney
J.D. Candidate

University of Washington School of Law
jmo@uw.edu

The paper I am proposing would lay out the foundational principles of the Public Trust Doctrine 
and the Indian Trust Doctrine and the implications for water rights. I would then go on to briefly 
discuss their disparate treatment in court. For instance, in the foundational Illinois case – public 
trust doctrine is treated with great deference and land sales/rights granted to private parties can 
be nullified if their purposes do not benefit the public good. In contrast, the Indian Trust doctrine 
is treated with less deference and the ‘public good’ becomes much harder to assess. If the matter 
is heard in State Court, the population whose good is being considered is arguably that of
Washington citizens and not tribal citizens who live in Washington state and reside in areas that 
should be protected by the Indian Trust Doctrine. The strongest case so far in Washington when 
it comes to the water rights of Native people of Washington was U.S. v. Washington. I will 
present as much of a conclusion as possible given the case law and will take into consideration 
coastal zoning in California and any zoning that has taken place recently in Oregon to briefly 
assess the plausibility of a regional zoning agreement with regard to the Western coast of
the United States.
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ACEQUIA: AN INDIGENOUS INSTITUTION OF WATER DEMOCRACY

Devon G. Peña
Professor of American Ethnic Studies, Anthropology, and Environmental Studies

Associate of the Indigenous Wellness Research Institute
University of Washington
dpena@u.washington.edu

This paper will address the history, culture, politics, and law of the acequia institution, a 
common property resource organization that serves the community irrigation ditches of New 
Mexico and Colorado including Chicana/o and Pueblo communities. The acequia has been 
recognized and widely celebrated across the world as a sustainable, resilient, equitable, and 
democratic institution. With independent roots in the ancestral civilizations of Native America
(Hohokam and Pueblo) as well as native communities in India, the Middle East, and North
Africa, the acequia is still recognized as one of the oldest forms of local democratic self-
governance in existence in the USA today. The paper will address: (1) the polycultural roots of 
the acequia institution and address how it has survived in Colorado and New Mexico against the 
forces of colonialism and capitalism; (2) the impact of Anglo American water law on the 
survival and adaptation of the acequia systems; (3) the re-emergence of the acequia as a bonafide 
political subdivision of the state; (4) the recovery of the legal status of the customary law of the
acequia; (5) the ethnoecological and scientific evidence on the resilience and sustainability of the
acequia and especially the ecosystem and economic base services that it provides; and (6) the 
threats to and future prospects of the acequia institution and the lessons this holds for other 
Native American institutions of collective action and political autonomy. The author will also 
discuss the limits and contradictions of the "sovereignty" paradigm and explore an alternative 
approach based on the theory and practice of indigenous autonomy.
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NOBODY’S TRASH: PLASTIC POLLUTION AND THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

Jyl M. Wheaton-Abraham
MA Candidate, Applied Anthropology

Oregon State University
wheatonj@onid.orst.edu

This research examines the problem of plastic pollution in the world ocean. First, I will give a 
brief history of plastics. I will follow with a review the eight identified impacts of marine plastic 
pollution: entanglement of marine life by plastic pollution; ingestion of plastics by marine life; 
small debris pollution on beaches and the risks associated with this type of plastic pollution; 
alien species invasion in marine environments enabled by plastics in the ocean; waste 
management of plastic debris; and possible negative effects to the carbon cycle due to plastic 
pollution in the world ocean. I will examine the problem of marine plastic pollution through the 
lens of ethics, and how the increasing global demand for plastic products will continue to 
negatively impact marine life and human life in the future, with an emphasis on the 
disproportionate effects on low income and indigenous populations worldwide. Finally, I will 
discuss how market and institutional based solutions have begun to address the problem of 
marine plastic pollution, and associated barriers to these solutions. 

P
A

P
E

R
S



11

QUEERING OUR WATERS 

Tatiana Kalaniopua Young 
UTOPIA

PhD Student, Department of Anthropology 
University of Washington 

In the kumulipo (often referred to as the Hawaiian origin story), the Kanaka Maoli (Native 
Hawaiian) god of air and water,[1] Kane, is described as having a body that is made out of water; 
illustrating on one hand, the unique placement of water in Kanaka Maoli cosmological ways of 
being and knowing, and on the other hand; the centrality of water as the source of life, itself.  We 
give critical attention to Kane’s role in the story, focusing, in particular, on his free flowing 
movement over the land, from the mountain to the sea, as an inclusive narrative of 
biodiversity.  According to the kumulipo, all life forms have a place of belonging.  Native 
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander transgender women or mahu, for example, are no exception.  In 
this presentation, we borrow Kane’s embodied movement of free flowing water, to describe the 
ways in which mahu utilize their indigenous ways of being and knowing to move beyond the 
barriers of colonialism, heteronormativity and heterosexism. 

[1] Rubelite Kawena Kinney Johnson.  The Kumulipo Mind: A Global Heritage in the 
Polynesian Creation Myth. Library of Congress.  2000. 

P
A

P
E

R
S



12

P
A

N
E

LS

FLOWING WITH THE CURRENTS: ADVOCATING STUDENT SUCCESS
FOR PACIFIC ISLANDER STUDENTS AT SOUTH SEATTLE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Lynette S. Finau
Pacific Islander Study Group English Tutor

South Seattle Community College
PhD Student, Leadership & Change Prog.

Antioch University
netsfinau@juno.com

Rochelle Tuitagava’a Fonoti
Interim Pacific Islander Cultural Specialist,

AANAPISI Federal Grant
South Seattle Community College

PhD Candidate, Sociocultural Anthropology
University of Washington

Rochelle.Fonoti@seattlecolleges.edu

Sui Ioane
Pacific Islander Student Commissioner

South Seattle Community College
sloane390@southseattle.edu

Ricardo Leyva-Puebla
Director, Diversity and Retention
South Seattle Community College

Ricardo.Leyva-Puebla@seattlecolleges.edu

Ocean currents are aptly described as a continuous directed movement of ocean water generated
by force or power; within the expanse of Ocean called Moana Nui, these currents were
frequently traversed by Indigenous Pacific Islanders over many millennia. This panel will offer a
broad range of perspectives (student, staff, faculty and administrative) by drawing upon the
premise of ocean currents as a way to situate, position and discuss the advocacy pertaining to
Student Success for Pacific Islanders at South Seattle Community College. To date, South
Seattle Community College is the only institution in the Pacific Northwest to receive the Asian
American Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institution (AANAPISI) designation, a
federal grant awarded to minority serving institutions (MSIs) by the Department of Education
who serve more than 10% of Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) students. One
successful initiative is the creation and sustainability of the Pacific Islander Study Group, where
Pacific Islander students are validated and supported through instruction and other relevant
student services offered. This panel will also offer unique perspectives on the importance of
building capacity for Pacific Islanders and other underrepresented Indigenous groups in higher
education.
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NAVIGATING THE WATERS OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

Michael Itti
Win/Win Network

mitti@winwinnetwork.org

Kalani Young
PhD Student, Anthropology
University of Washington

youngt4@u.washington.edu

Mele Taumoepeau 'Aho
Northwest Association of 

Pacific Americans

Education is a life-long journey that begins at birth with families as first teachers. When it is time 
to send children through the education system, however, many families find themselves 
navigating murky waters. Families often encounter an education system that does not adequately 
support the diverse cultural and language needs in Pacific Islander communities. Raising the 
voices of Pacific Islander families and community members in education policymaking is crucial 
to the academic success of Pacific Islander Students. 

The panel discussion will feature the Asian American and Pacific Islander Voices in Education 
Initiative, an effort launched by community members and organizations in 2011 to develop 
policies that support the academic success of Pacific Islander and Asian American students 
through community organizing. 

Panel members will discuss:
How the Voices Initiative will raise the voices and engage AAPIs in education 
policymaking;
The outcomes from focus group discussions with Pacific Islander family members; and
The grassroots effort to convene Pacific Islander communities for an education summit 
this fall.
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WATER AND METEORITES: FROM TRADITIONAL USE TO MODERN
GEOCHEMICAL TECHNIQUES

Ellen Harju
Department of Earth and Space Sciences

University of California, Los Angeles
harju@ucla.edu

Meteorites have traditionally been regarded as sacred objects and/or important sources of
metal for tools to indigenous people around the world. Members of the Confederated
Tribes of Grande Ronde had knowledge of the location of the Tomanowos (official name:
Willamette) meteorite which means, “Visitor from the Moon.” Traditionally, warriors
would wash their faces and dip their arrows in water that had pooled in indents on the
surface of the meteorite during preparation for battle. As a geochemist I use modern
techniques to study how water interacted with meteorites on their asteroids.
The CR chondrite group of meteorites have experienced little to no thermal
metamorphism, making them important for the study of early solar-system processes.
However, they have experienced varying degrees of aqueous alteration. I have used
petrographic and compositional parameters to create an alteration index for CR
chondrites. Thirty CR chondrites were studied using microscopy and electron
microprobe analysis.

The CRs show the full range of aqueous alteration with type 3.0 being the least altered
and type 2.0 being the most altered. Most CRs have had minimal interaction with water
on the parent body and fall in either type 2.9 or 3.0. At the onset of alteration mesostasis
is converted to phyllosilicate. As alteration continues metal grains and sulfides are
oxidized and then alteration of phenocrysts begins until all mafic silicates have been
converted to phyllosilicates. The results of this study enhance our understanding of
parent-body aqueous alteration for CR chondrites.
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RAINDROPS, WATERFALLS, AND STREAMS 

Laura Lynn 
Shooting Stars Performance Ensemble 

llynn2020@gmail.com 

The Shooting Stars propose to collectively collaborate to write and perform original music, 
inspired by and in support of "The Waters That Connect Us" symposium. We will have the 
opportunity to tour and meet with Niqually Tribal Natural Resources representatives, the LOTI 
(Lacey, Olympia, Tumwater, Thurston County) Clean Water Alliance Treatment Plant and WET 
(Water Education Technology) Science Center, and learn about the importance of water from the 
Tribal perspective through the Since Time Immemorial: Tribal Sovereignty in Washington State 
curriculum. Our compositions will be our impressions, responses and feelings put to music about 
water, about how water influences our lives, and concerns that we have about the health of our 
waters. The creation and performance of our original music is demonstration of scholarship that 
is embedded within the area of Performance Studies, a branch of Cultural Anthropology. This is 
an opportunity for us as emerging Native and Indigenous scholars to interact and be welcomed 
by the community of scholars. We look forward to sharing our created work and making a 
contribution to this important gathering of Native and Indigenous scholars. 
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THE VALUE OF PEER-TO-PEER KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER FOR ENGAGING PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST TRIBES IN STEM EDUCATION AND OCEANOGRAPHIC STUDIES

Jan Newton
Affiliate Assistant Professor

Applied Physics Laboratory and
School of Oceanography
University of Washington

newton@apl.washington.edu

Jude Apple
Marine Scientist

Western Washington University and 
Northwest Indian College

jude.apple@wwu.edu

Students from Native American tribes in the Pacific Northwest United States are under-
represented in ocean studies despite tribes’ strong cultural ties to the sea for thousands of years. 
Tribes with lands bordering seawater and who currently use this environment are numerous in 
the Puget Sound region. Yet entrainment of tribal students into ocean sciences higher education 
is lacking. Through efforts that span and integrate several programs, we have initiated several 
successful practices to understand and break through some of the barriers to improve this status. 
Some solutions are quite straightforward, but not obvious if Native American cultural awareness 
is not appreciated. One highly successful practice has been use of peer-to-peer knowledge 
transfer. We have also found that including sampling over the full spectrum of the pelagic 
ecosystem has been successful. Native American students and their communities are attracted to 
this work because the data are ecosystem inclusive (water to whales), the content is place-based, 
and the learning environment focuses on an experiential, student-led, inquiry based approach –
all of which resonate with the Native culture. The utility of this perspective as a contribution to 
STEM research is obvious. We seek to share our lessons learned with the ocean community to 
foster a wider and more diverse participation in ocean science.
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“A LAKOTA CREATION STORY”

Clementine Bordeaux
Academic Coordinator

University of California, Los Angeles
clembordeaux@amindian.ucla.edu

Short Film (3 minutes): http://youtu.be/FnJgQyctZRE

The film “A Lakota Creation Story” was created in collaboration with a nonnative student, Casey 
Baker, for a course titled “Indigenous Knowledge Systems” taught by Professor Jeannette 
Bushnell. The short film was inspired by Lakota creation stories I heard as a child about the 
formation of our planet. This film explores not only the energy, i.e. water, that flowed from the 
singularity that begun our world’s expansion, but the connectivity of all life to a central being. In 
some text versions, the water is released from a being called “Inyan” which means rock. These 
waters that flow from “Inyan” become the life that surrounds us today. In the narrative of the 
film, I attempt to use gender neutral terms as well as inclusive statements. I also attempt to make 
a visual connection between this Lakota creation story and the western scientific theory of the 
“Big Bang.” This film not only visually illustrates ways water has connected us to each other and 
all life force but how to bring nonnative and Native people to mutual understandings of creation. 
At one end of the conversation is the understanding of rock and water as two sacred items for 
Lakota people but also the theory of the expansion of energy from nothing. The film should be 
seen as a catalyst for dialogue about all these concepts and more.
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THE CAVE (2009) 
11 minutes 

Helen Haig-Brown 

A hunter on horseback accidentally discovers a portal to another world in this fantastical 
true Tsilhqot'in story. 
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SAVAGE (2009) 
6 minutes 

Lisa Jackson 

On a summer day in the 1950s, a native girl watches the countryside go by from the backseat of a 
car. A woman at her kitchen table sings a lullaby in her Cree language. When the girl arrives at 
her destination, she undergoes a transformation that will turn the woman’s gentle voice into a 
howl of anger and pain. [It is] a residential school musical. 


